Hana Kozáková

Public and Social Policy

Summer Semester 2005

[image: image1.png]INTER Guide

A practical guide to implement
intercultural education at schools




Module 8: Teaching and learning strategies
Brief summary and reflection on possible application into the Czech educational system

     Teaching and learning process includes both students and teachers. This Project is focused on students with various backgrounds and cultural habits as participants in one class. Module 8 in a very accessible way suggests how teachers might deal with students that come from different environments both social and cultural. Specifically, the main task of this Module is to answer or rather to approach the question such as how to meet all students’ needs. 

     The Module is divided into seven main parts that are very closely linked. First, there is an introduction “to start thinking” in order to state the main objectives of the Module. The next parts follow as: activities and suggestions, proposals for collaboration, planning and adapting curriculum, specific resources and additional links, and finally, reflective questions and evaluation.

     This text is based ‘only’ on the Project, particularly Module 8, and on my own views regarding the issue. I aim to highlight the most important aspects that from this Report arise for the Czech schooling system. Nevertheless, it is very important to emphasize that this Report is written on “international level”. Furthermore, learning and teaching systems differ in individual countries. Thus, only several aspects stated in the Report might be possible used in the Czech case. These aspects or rather suggestions I aim to emphasize.

Auto assessment

     The first part of the Module is targeted on auto assessment. It demonstrates a very important base for teachers of how to start and ensure equality in students’ education. First of all, the teacher must be aware of the fact that it is not only the student who is wrong and mistaken. The problem might be in the teacher or even in the whole system. The main tasks that teacher should have completed before focusing on improvement of her/his teaching strategy is her/his own assessment: ‘how good am I’. 

     Inter Project proposes several questions that the teacher should ask her/his self in order to ensure effective auto assessment. For example, the question might find out whether the teacher is well aware of her/his mistakes in teaching. Such a mistake might be, for example, not knowing what sources are available for students in the classroom as well as not to have enough of information about the families and communities which the student come from.

Teaching and learning

     Teaching and learning strategies are among the most important aspects in meeting all students’ needs. As expressed in the Project, strategies might be based on guidance of compulsorily education but at the same time the teacher should keep in his/her mind individuality of each student. Thus, it is important to “respond to compulsory educational objectives” (pp. 176). 

The objectives, according to this Report, aim to:

· develop competencies more than to fill our minds with information;

· consider feelings and beliefs as well as cognitive or intellectual development;

· guarantee access to further educational resources.


(pp. 175)

In my opinion, the Czech Republic has a long way to go in this sense. Teaching strategies in the Czech Republic have a long history based mainly on facts and data memorizing. Nevertheless, students tend to forget them right after the taken exam or oral presentation. 

     Good teaching might be approached by several steps. In the Report, there are suggested seven so-to-say strategies that might be applied in the class. However, regarding all strategies, the Report states that it is beneficial for the students to learn by their own experience (learn by doing) and in cooperation with others at the same time. The particular strategies (objectives) are listed bellow.

     Grouping of students is the first objective. The grouping is meant both for classes and school in general. Furthermore, grouping in school as expressed in this Report acquires flexible timetable and to some extent flexible system in the school as “classes stop being an autonomous unit of work“ (pp.177). 

     Second, it is suggested that not only school and other educational institutions should be involved in children education but also local communities should be included in the process. Nevertheless, in my opinion, such a discussion is not relevant for the Czech case. In the Czech Republic there are no local communities as it is referred to them in other countries.
 Furthermore, a question might be posed what is meant under the term “local community”. Is it the town or the village or the religious community (whether there is one)? Moreover, it might be stated that the Czech Republic under the term “local community” understands a group of people that are somehow related to each other (e.g. by place, history, sport or even blood) nevertheless, the communities are mostly not involved in policy making, not even in education process and are not a part of school.
     Third, specific strategy for students’ learning is to involve them in projects, workshops and seminars. I have found a very demanding suggestion in “corner learning”. This implies students work such as creativity, flexibility as well as their independence. Corners are equipped by tools and resources that are specific for a chosen action, e.g. there might be a computer in one corner while there is a pallet and temperas in the other corner. Students than change the corners in what order they wish. Such an approach seems to be very effective even in its application in the Czech Republic, however, it is probably conditioned by a good and demanding teacher (or head teacher) who is open to new strategies. 

     Forth, students work might be more easier while there would be specific modules applied. Specifically, these modules help student to link two different subjects and it might help to global learning and teaching process. However, in my opinion, the objective of global learning and teaching seems rather unrealistic. The question that arises is how to ensure “globality” in teaching and learning while there are different cultures and languages. It is not very likely that individual states would give up their so-to-say historically established curriculum in order to accept new, global teaching and learning strategy.

     The fifth strategy is very important, nevertheless often forgotten by the teacher: peer tutoring. Peers should work with each other and exchange experiences also on the base of knowledge. Thus, it is recommended that pupils would be motivated to work with their tutors both during the class and after the school ends. 

     The sixth aims to target teaching in a way that pupils realize what role they play in life. In an everyday life students are ‘pushed’ to play several roles not even realizing that fact. Moreover, the Report provides examples of students’ experiences while approaching the ‘role what I play’. 

     Finally, the last strategy refers to modern technology and is called webquest. Moreover, the students are motivated to find their needed information over the Internet. Specifically, the students should be very well aware of the ‘huge’ piece of information that the Internet offers nowadays. Without any doubt this strategy reacts on the most recent development. Owing to the Internet, people can find almost any information that they need. That also, among other aspects, supports the statement that students should much more intensively ‘learn by doing’ and should know how to work with information and how to find it rather than memorizing hard data.

Communication strategies

     Communication strategies take a great deal in the process of teaching and learning. First, it is worth stressing that without any communication there would not exist any cooperation as e.g. with students and parents, with other school stakeholders and within the school itself. 

     This Report refers to communication mainly in regards to students and their parents. Specifically, working in groups and cooperation among students is highlighted. An example is expressed in the Report such as working with tools that the students should share. In this way, they would be to some extent force to find solution of how to ask for the needed instrument as well as they smoothly realize how to solve a situation when somebody did not return what he/she has borrowed. 

     Furthermore, it is even suggested to solve internal school problems with the help of students’ commission. Moreover, to some extent students should be involved in the school decision making process. 
     In my opinion, communication strategy is among the most important aspects of the teaching and learning process. Nevertheless, in the Czech Republic there is a significant evidence of parents that are not interested in all the aspects that a school includes. For instance, parents do not visit school meetings to which they are invited. It is a problem to ‘urge’ parents to participate on the school decision making process and its improvement if they are not interested. 

     Nevertheless, parents are not the only school stakeholder. As it is already expressed above, for instance, local communities might play an important role in school self evaluation and improvement. Furthermore, the school might improve communication also with other institutions that include children education, such as health care centers or police departments in order to provide child care and protection on a sufficient level.

Didactical resources

     This part of the Report points out that not only textbooks are good learning and teaching source but also other sources as e.g. Internet, media, movies, etc might be used in the class. The main argument is that learning appears as more amusing and thus effective, while using more of didactical resources. Furthermore, it is worth stressing that resources which the school uses are limited by school’s financial situation. Modern technology should be frequently ‘up grated’ which is financially very demanding. 

     Final part of the Report suggests activities and possible strategies of how to plan curriculum. In this part, there are provided specific examples of cooperation between schools in general and class. Moreover, while establishing a ‘new class approach’ the teacher might be firstly concerned about curriculum. Thus, it might be a good idea to keep the curriculum as flexible as possible in order to meet ALL students’ needs. 

� eg. Scotland has a very developed „culture of local communities“
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